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New Haven Heroin Ring King 
Busted, Pleads Guilty

     By Ryan V. Stewart
Copy Editor

     A New Haven man, caught with 
approximately 500 grams worth of 
heroin, pleaded guilty before U. S. 
District Judge Victor A. Bolden in 
Bridgeport to heading a large heroin 
ring.
     On Sept. 21 it was announced by 
Deirdre M. Daly, United States At-
torney for the District of Connecti-
cut, that the day beforehand (Sept. 
20) Wilson Vasquez, also known as 
“Will” and “Pancho,” 43, pleaded 
guilty to one count of conspiracy 
to possess with intent to distribute, 
and to distribute 100 grams or more 
of heroin.
     An investigation spearheaded by 

the DEA New Haven Task Force, 
FBI, and New Haven Police De-
partment revealed that Vasquez — 
who was arrested on, and has been 
detained since July 15 — obtained 
large quantities of heroin, processed 
and packaged the drug with co-con-
spirators, and then distributed the 
drug through a group of dealers 
operating in the New Haven neigh-
borhood of Fair Haven.
     The investigation included the 
use of wiretaps, physical surveil-
lance, and controlled purchases of 
heroin, and led to the seizure of 
about 500 grams of heroin, three 
guns, and five vehicles, as well as the 
discovery of bank accounts contain-
ing more than $300,000 — accounts 
which have since been frozen.

     In total, 17 individuals were 
charged as a result of the investiga-
tion. All pleaded guilty.
     Vasquez’s offense, a sentencing 
date for which has not yet been 
scheduled, carries a minimum term 
of imprisonment of five years and a 
maximum term of imprisonment of 
40 years.
     The DEA’s New Haven Task 
Force includes participants from 
police departments in New Haven, 
Hamden, West Haven, North Hav-
en, East Haven, Branford, Ansonia, 
Meriden and Derby, as well as the 
U.S. Marshals Service.
     The case is being prosecuted by 
Assistant U.S. Attorneys H. Gordon 
Hall and Patrick Caruso.

 

By Brendan Dyer
Staff Writer

    The first vice presidential debate sparked new life 
into the campaigns of both Hillary Clinton and Don-
ald Trump. 
     Democratic running mate, Senator Tim Kaine, 
and Republican running mate, Governor Mike Pence, 
held the energetic and politically charged debate at 
Longwood University and in the wake of the first 
presidential debate last Monday.
     Elaine Quijano, anchor at CBSN, moderated the 
debate with a strict grasp on the proceedings from 
one segment to the next. The debate opened with 
candidates being asked what makes them qualified to 
enter the role of president at a moment’s notice. 
     Kaine had the floor first and opened with a thank 
you to Longwood University. Kaine pointed out that 

Clinton picked him because he has “been a mission-
ary.” 
     A public servant his whole life, Kaine has seen 
all levels of government. He’s been on city council, a 
mayor, lieutenant governor, governor and now a U.S. 

senator. “That’s what I bring to the ticket,” said Kaine. 
“But my primary role is to be Hillary Clinton’s right-
hand person.”
     Pence, on how he would handle the moment, if 
necessary, he’d need to take the highest office of the 
country opens with, “Thank you, Elaine, and thank 
you to—thank you to Norwood University for their 
wonderful hospitality and the Commission of Presi-
dential Debates.” 

Vets Lose Benefits 
with ITT Bankruptcy

Thursday, October 13, 2016 Since 2016 Issue # 1

New Haven Police apprehended Wilson Vasquez; photo file WTNH Police records

Serving the greater Housatonic Valley area
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Kaine vs. Pence: Vice-Presidential Debate

By Alana Branch
Veterans Affairs Editor

    One of the many benefits afforded by mil-
itary veterans for their service is the GI bill, 
which guarantees a free education. But when 
ITT Technical Institutes went bankrupt early 
last month, veterans were up in arms -- minus 
the M-16s and Kevlar. Not only does the GI bill 
cover tuition, but it helps pay rent as well.
     As first reported in Market Watch, National 
Guard member Byron Sumpter (32) used the 
money – a monthly housing stipend that comes 
with the benefit – to pay bills. He spoke for 
many panic-stricken veterans when he said, “A 
lot of us are still hurting right now.”
     According to Student Veterans of America, 
a student veteran advocacy organization based 
in D.C., approximately 12,500 students were 
affected by the ITT bankruptcy. The Director 
of Policy at SVA, Derek Fronabarger, even said 
that the organization received “about 15 to 25 
calls a day from veterans asking for help.” Some 
are concerned that they’ll end up homeless 
because the GI bill was their primary source of 
income.
     Among politicians who are eager for a solu-
tion is Senator Richard Blumenthal (Dem-CT), 
who recently stated that “these closures are 
devastating to many veterans not just because 
of the financial impact, but also the confusion 
and chaos it causes in their lives.”
     According to the CT Mirror, marine veteran 
Blumenthal has always been an advocate for 
the United States’ veteran population and had 
introduced a bill back in April with a colleague 
from the Republican party aptly titled “The 
Blumenthal-Isakson Bill” that would permit 
Congress to oversee the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs. 
     As of now, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs is working closely with the Department of 
Education to help those who are in need.

Kaine and Pence at the debate
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Terrorism in Connecticut?
     A plane crash in East Hartford may have been 
an attempted terrorist attack on Tuesday, Oct. 11, 
according to the FBI. Authorities say flight student, 
Feras M. Freitekh, 28, a Jordanian national, downed 
a twin-engine Piper PA 34 airplane near Pratt & 
Whitney factory on Main Street. Freitekh perished 
in the crash, while his flight instructor was taken 
to Bridgeport Hospital with serious burns. Pratt 
and Whitney is a well-known United States defense 
contractor.
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--Brendan Dyer

 HOFSTRA, Sept 26-   The first presi-
dential debate had a strong start with 
opening remarks from both candi-
dates. Lester Holt, NBC nightly news 
anchor, moderated the debate and it 
lasted 95 minutes. Both candidates 
were to answer questions and hold 
discussions on the content of their 
answers between six segments of 15 
minutes.
     Hillary Clinton, the Democratic 
nominee, started off by introducing 
her key interests in clean renewable 
energy, the creation of new jobs, and 
equal pay for women. Clinton re-
mained poignant and political towards 
her opponent, Republican nominee 
Donald Trump. 
     Trump, with a strong start, high-
lighted most of his points regarding 
jobs around keeping companies from 
leaving the country. He said many 
times throughout the night, “we have 
to keep jobs from leaving.” He noted 
Ford Motors is leaving the United 
States to manufacture “small-car” 
motors in Mexico; a move that Trump 
believes is detrimental to the Ameri-
can financial infrastructure. 
     When the debate moved on towards 
taxes, Trump said, “I will lower taxes 
from 35% to 15%.” His plan points 
out that tax breaks are meant for 
businesses. A move that Clinton calls 
“Trumped up, trickle down,” referenc-
ing the trickle down policy in place in 
2008 which, according to Clinton, was 
largely responsible for the financial 
crisis of that same year. When asked 
to defend that plan, Trump went on to 
say that by cutting taxes for businesses, 
like Ford, the manufacturers would be 
more inclined to keep their business in 
the United States. 
     Clinton, on the other hand, plans to 
raise taxes for the wealthy and major 

businesses and in turn build up the 
middle class. “We must build an econ-
omy that works for the middle class,” 
said Clinton. When asked to defend 
her plan she highlighted plans to make 
college debt free and to help the mid-
dle class with “broad based, inclusive 
growth.”
     When the issue of how to handle 
the recent rioting and shootings of 
cops along with the shootings by cops 
was brought up, both candidates ex-
ercised control in their ideas. Clinton 
said, “Everyone should be respected by 
the law, and everyone should respect 
the law,” focusing on mutual respect 
between the community and the 
police. Trump’s answer, “we need law 
and order. If we don’t have it, we’re not 
going to have a country,” noting that 
“law and order” is what Clinton did 
not want to say.
     As the debate moved forward, 
through the efforts of Holt to silence 
both candidates at times where they 
would extend on their points beyond 
the allotted time, discussions brought 
up Trump’s tax returns and Hillary’s 
deleted emails. 

     Trump said, “When the audit is 
through, I’ll release them,” meaning 
his tax returns. A point that Hillary 
quickly shut down when she said, “We 
all know the IRS has no prohibition 
around releasing tax returns during an 
audit.” Trump, on his feet, 
said to Clinton, “When you release
your emails, I’ll release my tax returns” 
This gave Clinton the floor to publi-
cally apologize for her neglect in using 
her email server to share confidential 
information. The debate began to heat 
up around this time. 

     Russia, a large force in the cyber 
attack network, was discussed briefly 
by Clinton who said, “There’s no doubt 
now that Russia has used cyber attacks 
against all kinds of organizations in 
our country, and I am deeply con-
cerned about this,” she noted chiefly 
that Russia allegedly hacked in to the 

Democratic National Committee. A 
notion that Trump quickly denied in 
his response by saying, “I don’t think 
anybody knows it was Russia that 
broke into the DNC.” 
     Trump vehemently denied his 
support of the war in Iraq as that issue 
was brought up. Holt asked, “You 
supported the war in Iraq before the 
invasion. What makes your…” but 
was interrupted by Trump who said, 
“I did not support the War in Iraq.” 
According to the fact checkers at CNN 
Trump’s claim was found to be false, 
citing an interview with Howard Stern 
where when asked if he supports the 
war in Iraq Trump responded, “Yeah, I 
guess so.” 
      On the issue of nuclear power, both 
candidates agreed it’s the single great-
est threat our country faces. Clinton 
noted of Trump’s “cavalier” regarding 
nuclear power, referring to his noncha-
lant outlook on countries like Japan, 
South Korea, and Saudi Arabia having 
nuclear weapons, that it’s been policy 
in America to reduce the proliferation 
of nuclear weapons. Trump denies any 
claim that he lacks proper concern 
regarding the issue.
     The debate extended minutes be-
yond its original 90-minute allotment 
with mild uproar from the audience 
at times and continuous interruption 
from both candidates. Major media 
sources, CNN and the New York 
Times claim in their coverage that 
Clinton won the debate. Fox News 
cites online surveys, The Drudge 
Report and a survey on Time.com, 
naming Trump the “yuge winner.”
Looking towards the next debate, 
Trump plans to adjust his plan of 
attack. In the wake of criticism from 
major media and consumers, the 
businessman sees his unpreparedness 
was pallid compared to his politically 
charged opponent. Trump’s campaign 
advisors plan to drill him with facts 
and crucial answers, according to The 
New York Times. It will be interesting 
to see how Clinton, who prepared for 
weeks preempting the first debate, will 
compose herself in the next debate. 
     

Monday Fight Night: Trump vs. Clinton

Presidential candidates Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump at the debate. 

     Pence said he will bring a “a lifetime 
growing up in a small town, a lifetime 
where I’ve served in the Congress of 
the United States, where I’ve led a state 
that works in the great state of Indiana, 
I would hope and, frankly, I would 
pray to be able to meet that moment 
with that lifetime of experience.”
     Quijano mentioned to Kaine that 
60 percent of voters see Clinton as 
untrustworthy, to which Sen. Ka-
ine responded, “Hillary Clinton has 
passion,” speaking of her life in public 
service. “She has been focused on 
serving others with a special focus on 
empowering families and kids,” Kaine 
said. “It’s 
always been about putting others first.”
     Pence, when asked why 67 percent 
of voters think Trump is a risky choice, 
pointed towards Sen. Kaine and Sec. 
Clinton and said they “would know a 

lot about an insult-driven campaign.” 
Meaning that 67 percent of voters see 
Trump as risky because of the remarks 
made by Clinton and Sen. Kaine’s 
campaign. 
     As Pence’s rhetoric unfolded to 
explain his issues with Clinton’s tenure 
as secretary of state, he mentioned the 
Middle East “spinning out of control.” 
As Russia was brought up, Sen Kaine 
and Pence argued amongst themselves 
disregarding the question.
     Quijano said, “Well, we’re going to 
get to Russia in just a moment. But I 
do want to get to the question at…” but 
was interrupted by both Vice Presiden-
tial candidates. 
     Pence commented on Trump being 
viewed by 67 percent of voters as risky 
by saying “The campaign of Hillary 
Clinton and Tim Kaine has been an 
avalanche of insults. Look, to get to 

your question about trustworthiness, 
Donald Trump has built a business 
through hard times and through good 
times.”
     Kaine interjected, “And paid few 
taxes and lost a billion a year.” 
     With the national debt playing a 
key role in this election, it was likely 
a point of interest for both Pence and 
Kaine. 
     Pence on the economy said, “I think 
the fact that—under this past admin-
istration was of which Hillary Clinton 
was a part, we’ve almost doubled the 
national debt.”
     Pence went on to point out he 
comes from a state that works, claim-
ing the state of Indiana has balanced 
budgets. 
     Kaine leapt at any chance to exploit 
the governor’s position on issues like 
Russia, where Pence called Vladimir 

Putin a “small and bullying leader.” 
     This is new from Pence as his views 
of the Russian president seem to have 
changed since last month where he 
said in an interview with Dana Bash 
of CNN, “I think it’s inarguable that 
Vladimir Putin has been a stronger 
leader in his country than Barack 
Obama has been.”
     With a Clinton-Trump spread, this 
campaign season has seen a break 
from the Democratic-Republican 
retorts we’ve seen in prior presidential 
battles. 
     Kaine and Pence brought a spirited 
argument between two different par-
ties to the national stage. Last night’s 
debate was a take on what this election 
season would look like had the charac-
ter of those running for president not 
been the key issue at stake in voter’s 
minds.
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Slice of Life! 
 Look throughout this issue for 

photos of the local fall scenery!

“Everyone should 
be respected by 

the law, and every-
one should respect 
the law,”-- Hillary 

Clinton
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Ryan Stewart     Copy Editor
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By Jessica Joseph
Housing Editor

     Connecticut is on track towards declining 
chronic homelessness according to the Depart-
ment of Housing and the Connecticut Coalition 
to End Homelessness. On Sept. 26, 2016, the 
DOH and CCEH co-sponsored an event at 
Saint Vincent DePaul Shelter in Waterbury to 
recognize the data that would expect Connecti-
cut to reach its year-end goal.

     In 2014, Governor Dannel P. Malloy signed 
the Zero: 2016 initiative, whose goal is to end 

chronic homelessness by the end of the year. 
     “Connecticut has been a national leader in 
our efforts to end both veteran and chronic 
homelessness and we are proud of the signif-
icant role our state has played in helping the 
nation reach this major milestone,” Malloy said. 
     “It is our responsibility to ensure the brave 
men and women who have served our country 
have all the support they need upon returning 
home, including access to housing, healthcare, 
and career opportunities. Ensuring and deliver-
ing housing for our most vulnerable is critical 
to building stronger communities for everyone, 
everywhere.”
     Last year, 981 people were placed into 
permanent housing whereas Last October, 43 
individuals with chronic homelessness were 
permanently housed in the greater Waterbury 
and Litchfield county region. Maybe give an 
attribution here: what was the source you got 
this from?
     According to DOH commissioner Evonne 
M. Klein, Connecticut has been nationally rec-
ognized for its efforts to prevent and eliminate 
homelessness. “These numbers show that our 
efforts are paying off. We’ve effectively ended 
veteran homelessness thanks to our coordina-
tion and collaboration, and because of that, we 
will end chronic homelessness too,” Klein said. 

‘Efforts Paying Off ’ to End Chronic 
Homelessness

By Austin Rick
Environment Editor

     Squantz Pond has been closed 
down, banning people from swim-
ming in the pond as of August 19th, 
2016. 
     The Connecticut Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protec-
tion (DEEP) stated the swimming 
area would be “closed after testing 
high for bacteria,” according to fox61.
com. 
     The article posted on fox61.com 
additionally sheds light on what 

DEEP plan to do to solve this issue. 
     With the pond shut down, DEEP 
has continued to conduct tests to see 
if it is still harmful to swim in the 
water. “Samples are collected weekly 
by DEEP staff and are analyzed at the 
Department of Public Health Lab for 
the presence of certain bacteria.” 
     The pond was closed, but Squantz 
Pond was reportedly closed in July 
as well. Fox61 has another article 
describing how on July 7th 2016, the 
pond was reopened after a contami-
nation scare. 
     Having been closed again in 
August, it is clear bacteria is an 
issue Squantz Pond constantly faces. 
Apparently, “the bacteria growth was 
caused by storm water runoff from 
heavy rains,” nbcconnecticut.com 
states. Patch.com writes, “Squantz 
Pond was closed Thursday, August 
18th due to the presence of E.coli 
bacteria.” 
     DEEP will continue doing what 
they can to develop a statement that 
it is safe to swim in again. “Water will 
be retested and DEEP will reopen the 
swimming areas when they deem it is 
safe,” according to fox61.com.
     When asked, a DEEP representa-
tive stated “Squantz Pond reopened 
in September.” The park is currently 
safe. 

Squantz Pond Early Closing 
Blamed on Bacteria

DOH Commissioner Evonne M. Klein says “we’ve effectively 
ended veteran homelessness...”
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Zero: 2016 Initiative
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“Samples are col-
lected weekly by 
DEEP staff and 
are analyzed at 

the Department 
of Public Health 
Lab for the pres-
ence of certain 

bacteria.”

Squantz Pond during the summer before its early closing 
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Suspect in Decade-Old Murder Case in Custody

Waterbury Heroin Dealer Faces Jail Time

     By Brendan Dyer
Crime Editor

       A suspect in a 10-year-old ho-
micide was taken into custody Oc-
tober 6 for a murder committed on 
January 28, 2006. Timothy Johnson 
of Norwich, CT turned himself in to 
authorities following an arrest war-
rant administered by New London 
Superior Court.
     State Police began conducting the 
investigation in 2006 and recently 
developed information that linked 
Johnson to the murder of Anthony 

Hamilin.
     The deceased Hamilin was locat-
ed in a field at 438 Shewville Rd. in 
Ledyard, CT. Troop-E and Ledyard 
police assumed the investigation 
the night of Jan. 28 along with State 
Police detectives from the Eastern 
District Major Crime unit. 
     Johnson turned himself in to 
Troop E and was fingerprinted, 
photographed and is currently being 
held on a $1,000,000 bond pending 
his court date.

State Police take Johnson into Custody
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Ronald Weaver, 38, faces a maximum term of imprisonment of 20 years
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By Ryan Stewart
Staff Writer

    Waterbury heroin dealer Ronald 
Weaver, 38, pleads guilty in Bridge-
port federal court on a count of 
possession with intent to distribute. 
Weaver was arrested August 9 and 
sentencing is scheduled for Decem-
ber 28. 
     Court documents show that 
Weaver’s distribution led to an 
overdose on March 11 of a 30-year-
old Newtown woman. Newtown 
Police and medical personnel re-
sponded to the Newtown residence 
in March for a reported cardiac ar-
rest, the victim died at the hospital.
     The victim’s family handed over 

several wax folds of heroin, drug 
paraphernalia, and empty folds of 
heroin to law enforcement at the 
scene.
     In an effort to target narcotics 
dealers, specifically heroin, and fen-
tanyl, police made four controlled 
transactions of heroin from Weaver 
between June and August 2016.
     The initiative began in August 
prompting from a press release 
from U.S. Attorney Deirdre M. 
Daly who said, “We are combatting 
a tragic opioid epidemic that is 
plaguing Connecticut and much of 
the country.”
     Weaver faces a maximum term 
of imprisonment of 20 years.

Mother of Four Found Dead in Danbury 
Apartment from Gunshot Wound

--Brendan Dyer

       A Danbury woman was shot and 
killed Saturday in a South St. apartment 
complex 
     Police reported to 26 South Street to 
a shots fired complaint to find Sherrie 
Blount suffering from a gunshot wound. 
She died at the scene.
     Sherrie Blount, 31, of Danbury was a 
mother of four children and a teachers 
aid with the Board of Education. She 
lived with her husband and four chil-
dren, who’s ages range from 10-months-

old to 8-years-old.
     On Sunday, a Gofundme page was 
created and has since collected approx-
imately $9,500 out of a $10,000 goal. 
All proceeds will go to support Blount’s 
children and funeral expenses.
     The investigation is ongoing and is 
being handled methodically pending 
further interviews, follow ups and foren-
sic analysis.
     Police say there is no danger to the 
public and anyone with information 
should contact authorities anonymously 
at 203-790-8477. Danbury Police are investigating the case
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By Corey William Steen
Business Editor

    In the past few weeks Connecticut has taken 
steps to stem the flow of business out of its bor-
ders and back into the state. Sikorsky and its par-
ent company Lockheed Martin intend to produce 
almost 200 heavy lift CH-53K “King Stallion” 
helicopters, and CT believes the already existing 
Stratford facility is the perfect location.
     In order to secure a contract with the aero-
space giant lasting until 2032, Connecticut has 
passed a bill giving Sikorsky $220 Million, in tax 
credits and grants, in hopes it will entice Sikorsky 
to provide historically well-paying and reliable 
jobs to the state. Gov. Dannel P. Malloy has 

championed the deal stating, “It’s an unbelievable 
transaction that we’ve entered into.”
     Connecticut faces competition from other 
states, however. Florida, Georgia, South Caroli-
na and Texas have all placed bids to produce the 
helicopters. Many of these states have had more 
success getting big-ticket job creators, with Geor-
gia securing Kia with a $410 million dollar offer. 
     The plan, widely seen as a positive to a failing 
economy that saw giants like General Electric 
leave last year, is not without its drawbacks. The 
Local 1150 Teamster branch has had to vote and 
approve a 25% pay reduction for all new em-
ployees after July 1, 2017. The overall Sikorsky 
deal was contingent on the union accepting this 
reduction and, among other ratifications includ-

ing plans for an alternative workweek, the Lock-
head Martin subsidiary agreed to pay all current 
employees a $1,500 bonus. 
      Connecticut hopes that in securing the deal 
with Sikorsky much of the stress placed on the 
economy after General Electric left will be, at 
least temporarily, alleviated. Joe McGee, the vice 
president of the Business Council of Fairfield 
County and co-chairman of the state’s Commis-
sion on Economic Competitiveness said that to 
lose Sikorsky now would be devastating.
     “It’s a shame to lose GE, but there is nothing 
that compares to this,” he said. 
     “You lose the helicopter business, it’s gone.”

Sikorsky Set to Soar in Connecticut

Conn. Schools Fall Short in Math Education

Sikorsky plans to produce 200 CH-53K “King Stallion” helicopters in Stratford, Conn.
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By Rachel Krate
Education Editor

    On October 6, 2016, Connecticut 
Education Commissioner Dianna 
R. Wentzell announced the release 
of a report which recommends the 
improvement of K-12 mathemat-
ics education in the state on behalf 
of educators, policy leaders and 
community members. The Com-
missioner’s Council on Mathematics 
report is intended to raise the level 
of education among the mathemat-
ics departments across the state, 
according to The Connecticut State 
Department of Education.
     “Every student deserves the op-
portunity to receive a math educa-

tion that is rich and rigorous, and 
equips them with the skills need-
ed to graduate from high school 
prepared to be successful in both 
college and career,” said Wentzell, 
when she released the report at the 
Connecticut Science Center during 
a public event. The event included 
a roundtable discussion in hopes of 
improving mathematics education 
across the state.
     The report recommends de-
veloping “a clear and consistent 
understanding of the Connecticut 
Core Standards-Mathematics as 
the classroom, school, district, and 
state levels; providing the support 
and training necessary to effectively 
implement the mathematics stan-

dards with fidelity in all classrooms, 
schools, and districts; implement-
ing appropriate interventions and 

acceleration to support the needs 
of a diverse group of learners, and; 

engaging all stakeholders in the 
process of putting the Connecticut 
Core Standards-Mathematics into 
practice through effective commu-
nication that keeps teachers, parents 
and community members informed 
and participating in the process.”
     “These new recommendations 
will help us to improve the system 
of supports available to local school 
districts, strengthen our collabora-
tion with higher education and the 
community, maintain our upward 
trajectory, and accelerate increases 
in student performance,” Wentzell 
stated. 
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Common Core State Standards

New Milford High School, one of the institutions implementing Common Core State Standards
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By Alana Branch
Veterans Affairs Editor

    John J. Simon, Jr., a 69-year-old 
Vietnam War veteran from Staf-
ford Springs, CT, plead guilty on 
Monday, Oct. 3 for mail fraud and 
structuring currency transactions, 
according to the United States 
Attorney’s Office in Connecti-
cut. From March 2009 to August 
2010, Simon defrauded four 
veterans in exchange for money 
in the case that he help them 
obtain increased benefits from the 

Department of Veterans Affairs, 
as reported in court documents. 
These veterans either suffered 
from service-related disabilities 
or an illness, making it easy for 
Simon to conduct his scheme. 
     Over time, he would victim-
ize a total of 16 veterans for over 
$500,000 and keep the funds for 
himself.
     Simon was arrested on May 15, 
2013 and faces 30 years in prison. 
Sentencing is scheduled for Janu-
ary 10, 2017. 

Friendly Fire: Vietnam 
Veteran Commits Fraud

John J. Simon, Jr. faces 30 years in prison
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    Department of Veterans Affairs, in recent years, 
have been in the spotlight, and not necessarily the 
good kind, particularly when it comes to health 
care for veterans nationwide. But little light is 
being shown on some non-profit organizations in 
Connecticut whose mission is to serve and protect 
the very people who have done the same for them 
at one point in their lives. Take Homes for the 
Brave, for example.
     One of the various issues that have continued to 
plague veterans for years is homelessness. Accord-
ing to its website as per today, approximately 300 
veterans in Connecticut are homeless.
     Why are veterans homeless? The National 
Coalition for Homeless Veterans lists the com-
mon factors; among them being substance abuse 
and military jobs that can’t transport into civilian 
territory.
     Homes for the Brave, in partnership with the 
Connecticut Department of Labor, and located in 
Bridgeport, has been providing veterans safe 
housing and the tools to get them back on track, 

including vocational training, job placement, and 
mental health and addiction services, since its 
conception in 2002.

     There are four programs in the organization 
that cater to not just veterans but non-veterans as 
well. The majority of the veterans’ population that 
are homeless happens to be male. The programs 
are listed as follows:
     •Homes of the Brave: 42 bed transitional hous-
ing program available to homeless male veterans.
     •Waldorf House: nine units of permanent hous-
ing for formerly homeless male veterans.
     •Veterans Service Center: any homeless veteran 
can drop right in.
     •Female Soldiers: Forgotten Heroes: 15 bed 
transitional housing program for homeless female 
veterans.
     According to the National Coalition for Home-
less Veterans, about eight percent of homeless 
veterans are females.
     Overall, veterans in need have a right to know 
where to go and who to talk to. Perhaps more light 
on such organizations will bring them out to shine.
     For more information, go to homesforthebrave.
org, or call toll free at (855) 249-8394.
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Homes for the Brave Shelters Those Who Served

Homes for the Brave

Homes for the Brave in Bridgeport offers support services to veterans
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     By Steven Wasserman
Sports Editor 

The UConnMen’s Basketball Team is 
set to kick off their 2016-2017 season 
when they take on the University of 
New Haven on October 30th.
     Last season proved to be a success-
ful outing for the Huskies. Often over-
looked throughout the season, they 
managed to storm back and win the 
American Athletic Conference Cham-
pionship, thereby punching their tick-
et to the famed NCAA Tournament. 
The team would defeat Colorado in 
their opening game in, “The Tourna-
ment”, but lose to one of the favorites, 
Kansas, in their following matchup.
     This season could prove to be a 
little different with some new faces 
gracing the Huskies’ locker room this 

season. Seven Huskies departed the 
dream following last season, including 
now NBA player Daniel Hamilton 
of the Oklahoma City Thunder, and 
fellow NBA hopeful Sterling Gibbs.
     However, Huskies fans will remem-
ber a few faces from last season’s team, 
including sophomore guard sensa-
tion Jalen Adams. He will be joined 
by seniors Amida Brimah at Center, 
and Rodney Purvis at Guard, to make 
up the core of the 2016-2017 UConn 
Roster.
     Jalen Adams certainly managed to 
burst on the scene last season as the 
latest Point Guard sensation in the lore 
of the UConn Men’s Basketball pro-
gram. He followed the likes of Khalid 
El Amin, Kemba Walker, and Shabazz 
Napier, just to name a few talented 
Huskies guards over the years. He will 

UConn Men’s Basketball to Tip Off Again

be looking to follow up from a good 
first year at Storrs and gain the full 
trust of his coach, Kevin Ollie.
      Amida Brimah will have to be 
one of the leaders on this team, as the 
Center from Accra, Ghana will be 
entering his senior season wearing the 
blue and white of UConn. He was a 
force to reckon with defensively last 
season, averaging nearly three blocks 
per game. He knows what it is like to 
win at this level, as he was part of that 
NCAA Championship winning team 
back in the 2013-2014 season.
     Rodney Purvis, a redshirt senior, 
and one of two transfer students on 
the roster (Terry Larrier) is T. L. your 
source, or the other transfer student? 
will have to keep up the consistent 
production, as he averaged almost 13 
points, 3 rebounds, and 2 assists per 

game last season in his best season 
with UConn yet. He will certainly be 
looking to follow that up and prove 
his worth to Coach Ollie this season.
     This team will welcome five new 
freshmen to the roster: Mamadou 
Diarra, Juwan Durham, Alterique 
Gilbert, Vance Jackson, and Christian 
Vital. Each of these players will look 
to have big impact in their inaugural 
season with the Huskies.
     Following the success of last 
season, the Huskies will certainly be 
looking to have a strong season in 
2016/2017. Mixing in all the new piec-
es to go along with a newfound core 
will be the challenge that faces Coach 
Kevin Ollie and this team.

     Kevin Ollie, head coach of the Uconn men’s basketball team.

UConn Bounces Back Against Houston 
By Octavias Mckoy

Asscoiate Managing Editor

     It was a great weekend for The UConn 
Huskies football team. After being embarrassed 
by the University of Houston’s Cougars, the 
Huskies returned home and handled business 
against the 3-3, (0-3 against the AAC), Cincin-
nati Bearcats 20-9. With the win the Huskies 
bring their record to .500 on the year at 3-3, 
(1-2 AAC). It’s easy to see why the Huskies were 
successful this week, if we take a look at the 
numbers. 

     The Huskies out-rushed the Bearcats 188 
yards to 2 yards on the ground. Sophomore 
running-back, Arkeel Newsome led all rushers 
with 117 yards on just 14 carries, averaging 8.3 
yards per carry. 
     Senior wide receiver Noel Thomas Jr. fin-
ished the day with 108 yards receiving on 9 
catches, and one touchdown. Senior captain and 
quarterback Bryant Shirreffs finished the day 
completing 18 of 33 passes for 224 yards while 
tossing two touchdowns and just two intercep-
tions. While Shirreffs had a great day, he needs 
to do a better job hanging on to the ball and not 
turning it over. 

       The defense was led by Junior linebacker 
Jhavon Williams who finished the day with 9 
tackles. The Huskies’ offense also won the time 
of possession battle, hanging on to the ball for 
35 minutes and 31 seconds, as opposed to the 
Bearcats’ 24 minutes and 29 seconds. The Hus-
kies look to keep things rolling as they travel to 
the University of South Florida this Saturday, 
Oct. 15 to take on the Bulls at 7p.m. ET.
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Perfect Imperfections:‘Kubo and the Two Strings’
By Britta Kallstrom

Arts and Entertainment 
Editor

Laika’s latest master-
piece brings stop-mo-
tion animation to life in 
amazing new ways, with 
technology you have to 
see to believe.
PG, 1hr. 42min. 
(Animated, Family) 

      If you must blink, 
do it now. Pay careful 
attention to everything 
you read here, no matter 
how unusual it may 
seem. If you stop read-
ing, even for an instant, 
then your understand-
ing of this movie, as well 
as its hero, may perish.
     Focus Features and Laika Enter-
tainment has, in earlier years, brought 
us Coraline (2009), ParaNorman 
(2012), and The Boxtrolls (2014). 
Their latest film, Kubo and the Two 
Strings, tells the story of the epic quest 
of a young boy named Kubo (Art 
Parkinson), a kindhearted, fun loving, 
and clever shamisen (a magical musi-
cal instrument) player, who can make 
his origami creations come to life and 
tell stories when he plays. 
     Since losing his eye as a baby, Kubo 
and his mother, Sariatu, have lived 
quietly in a cave on the outskirts of a 
seaside village. But after staying out 
past sundown, two wicked sisters - his 
mother’s sisters - find him and at-
tempt to take his only remaining eye. 
After his mother helps him get away, 
Kubo must go on a journey to find the 
pieces of a legendary, powerful suit of 
armor to save himself and his family, 
by battling the two evil sisters (Rooney 
Mara) and defeating an angry god, 
the Moon King (Ralph Fiennes). On 
his quest he joins forces with Monkey 
(Charlize Theron) and Beetle (Mat-
thew McConaughey), and together 
they set out to help Kubo find the 
armor and discover the secrets of Ku-
bo’s past, including of his fallen father, 
Hanzo, the greatest samurai warrior 
the world has ever seen.
     Travis Knight, director of the film, 
as well as the President, CEO, and lead 

animator for Laika Entertainment, 
says that this production was bigger 
and more complex than any of their 
pastprojects. But he also emphasizes 
that Kubo and the Two Strings still 
maintains the same kind of whole-
someness and originality their past 
films have demonstrated.
     “We always want to tell original 
stories and dive into new genres to 
explore different aspects of what it 
means to be human, and we do it in 
a strange way. In our style, we have 
a way of making our films in a con-
vergence of art, craft, science, and 
technology,” said Knight in a behind 
the scenes interview for the movie.
     Knight’s collaboration with the 
film’s Assistant Art Director, Phil 
Brotherton, enabled them to better 
envision what they could make hap-
pen, how that will look on screen, how 
much it would cost to pull off, wheth-
er or not it fits in well with the story, 
among other things. After that, it is 
the director’s sole decision to make 
any other changes.
      Some of the things that make this 
film more complex in production than 
any of Laika’s past movies is their use 
of more sophisticated technology, that 
they had never incorporated before. 
    One example is the biggest Clay
mation puppet they have ever made, a 
giant skeleton warrior with swords 

embedded in its skull. Oliver Jones, 
the Animation Rigging Supervisor, 
rigged this giant Claymation character 
to move by using actual puppetry, us-
ing a series of wires and pulleys, some 
automated and some hand pulled.
       Georgina Hayns, the Puppet 
Fabrication Supervisor and Brian 
McLean, Director of Rapid Prototyp-
ing, worked with Knight to bring his 
vision of the film and interpretation 
of the characters to their figurines, 
bringing them and their personalities 
to life. Another complex method in 
their production was the making of 
characters’ hair, fur, and clothing. For 
example, Monkey’s fur was made of 
actual fur fibers, covered in silicon 
rubber, just as the hairs on characters 
like Kubo and his mother were human 
hair also covered in silicon rubber. 
This was meant to make it easier to 
position them for shots and look 
authentic. As for character clothing, 
Hayns and her team made them with 
wires and little weights inside so the 
clothing could hold the proper poses 
for every shot.
     Despite the movie’s sophisticated 
technologies and complex methods in 
production, it is not a perfect film. But 
that is exactly why Kubo’s story is told 
best this way. Travis Knight shares his 
thoughts on how the quality of stop 
motion animation portrays this story 

just right:
      “We always strive to be as 
good as we can. We always strive 
in our heart to be perfect. To 
make these things as beautiful, 
as powerful as they can. But 
we are human after all and we 
always fail. The entire film is 
filled with all different kinds of 
imperfections and failings and 
it’s something you have to come 
to terms with and I think there is 
something beautiful about that, 
I think that it’s one of the things 
that make stop motion so unique. 
It’s crafted by human hands, so it 
has that raw human quality. It’s 
frustrating and sometimes mad-
dening to work in this medium 
because of the imperfections but I 
think that’s one of the things that 
makes it inherently beautiful and 

so we really embrace that side of it 
because it makes these things human,” 
says Knight.
      In the film, the Moon King stole 
Kubo’s left eye when he was a baby in 
an attempt to blind him from all the 
‘ugliness’ and ‘suffering’ and ‘imper-
fections’ on earth, so he could join 
him up in the heavens, in the sky 
where it’s cold and dark and infinite 
and ‘perfect.’ But Kubo chooses to stay 
and be human. To be flawed, and have 
a story with an end. And even though 
his family and everything he once 
loved is gone, and even if his grandfa-
ther took his other eye to completely 
blind him from the world and the 
souls of other people, he still has his 
memories, and those make for the 
most powerful magic. And it’s in those 
memories, that the stories of everyone 
he knows or once knew, live on.
      So it’s not just human flaw that 
makes the display of the film beautiful; 
it makes the story of it beautiful as 
well.

                                         The clay-mation character Kubo from the film. hd.wallpaper.in

Left: Clay char-
acter from the 
village 

Rgiht: Animation 
artist working on 
clay monkey 

Photo credit: www.phase9tv.com
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 Below : Kid’s posing in family-fun activites at the garlic festtival 

Fall Into The Harvest Season
By Erica Stevens

Entertainment Editor

    September has officially changed its brilliant 
colors into October, marking the beginning of the 
harvest season.
    The farmers who planted countless seeds in June 
are now seeing the fruits of their labor in the faces 
of excited individuals searching for the perfect 
pumpkin to adorn their doorstep.
   Those excited individuals in Connecticut need to 
look no further than Bethel, home of the beloved 
Blue Jay Orchards.
     “We are a picturesque 120 acres founded in 
1934 by Robert Josephy. A graphic artist by trade, 
he purchased many of the surrounding small farms 
and created the 120 acres we have today,” said Blue 

Jay. “In 1985, the orchards were purchased by Paul 
Patterson and his family, and were transformed 
from a wholesale and processing orchard into a 
pick-your-own farm and agritourism location.”
    Today, Blue Jay offers pick-your-own ap-
ples   and pumpkins, twenty minute wagon rides 
through the orchards, and breath-taking scenery.
     Browse the market for honey collected from the 
on-site hives, delicious pies and pastries, crafts, 
and indulge their famous, mouth-watering home-
made cider and donuts.
     The farm has transformed from a small, com-
mercial location into a place that families can 
spend a day looking at great fall foliage and enjoy 
creating lifetime memories.
     Blue Jay is open seven days a week from 9 a.m.-
6 p.m. For more information call 203-748-0119 or 
visit www.bluejayorchardsct.com. 

By Erica M. Stevens
Entertainment Editor 

      Leave your breath mints at the 
door! The 12th annual Garlic and 
Harvest Festival is cooking up all of 
your favorite autumn traditions at the 
Bethlehem Fairgrounds on Oct. 8 and 
9, 2016.
      Stroll through the grounds and 
discover garlic-cooking demonstra-
tions, learn how to grow the most 
delicious garlic at one of the many 
lectures, and taste some of the most 
unique garlicky creations, including 
the festival’s most famous delicacy, 
garlic ice cream.
     When you aren’t munching at 
the food court, walk over to one of 
the many rides and games, browse 
the handmade crafts, or sit back and 
enjoy one of the live musical perfor-
mances.
     “It is always so much fun to see 
what they have cooking up!” said Di-
ane Hammer, “even my husband has a 
great time!”

    

 Garlic lovers unite on Oct. 8 and 9 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is 
$8 for adults, $7 for seniors, and $1 
for children under 12. 
     For more information, call 203-
266-7810 or visit www.garlicfestct.
com.

Connecticut Garlic and Harvest Festival
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Slice of Life Check out these photos of the local scenery from 
Tarrywile Park in Danbury, Conn.

Do you take photos of local scenery in the Housatonic Valley area? Email JPEG 
submissions to: thefoothillreporters@gmail.com

Photos courtesy of Brendan Dyer

 Spooky Upcoming Events! A-haunting We Will Go!
* 10/15 the Great Pumpkin Festival 1 
p.m. www.boothememorialpark.org

* 10/21, 10/22, 10/28, 10/29 – Howl-O-
Ween 6:30 p.m. www.beardsleyzoo.com

* 10/21, 10/22, 10/23, 10/28, 10/29, 10/30 Lock-
wood-Matthews Mansion Ghostly Sightings Tour 
4 p.m. www.lockwoodmatthewsmansion.com

* 10/22, 10/28, & 10/30 – Treat Farm’s Flashlight 
Maze 11 a.m. www.treat.farm * 10/22 – Ghosts of 
Ridgefield 6 p.m. www.ridgefielddiscovery.org

* 10/28 & 10/29 Legends & Hauntings Walking Tours 6 
p.m. www.fairfieldhistory.org

* 10/29 – Danbury Halloween on the Green 2 p.m. www.
citycenterdanbury.com
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Unhealthy Alliance

By Michael C. Medeiros
    A 2015 article written by former 
presidential candidate Pat Buchanan 
possibly best demonstrates the pecu-
liar relationship between the modern 
mainstream media and the political of 
the United States.
     “Why the Liberal Media Hates 
Trump,” begins with a quick political 
analysis of medieval Europe, saying 
how “in the feudal era there were the 
‘three estates’ — the clergy, the nobility 
and the commons.” These three com-
ponents made up the socio-political 
structure of society during that time.
     Buchanan continues to explain how  
“the first and second [estates] were 
eradicated” with the French Revolu-
tion, which then gave way to the rise of 
a fourth estate — the press.
     Over hundreds of years, “the press,” 
as it was once known, has mutated into 
“the mainstream media.” Now, this 
fourth estate has 

metastasized to the point where it has 
completely filled the void left by the 
first estate, the Clergy, and has now re-

placed its role in society as the leading 
moral authority.
     Here me out:
Today, the personal relationships be-
tween the political class and the media 
are very much akin to the types of 
personal relationships the nobility had 
with members of the clergy.
     In the medieval era it was not 
uncommon for nobles to send at least 
one of their sons to the monastery to 
become part of the Church. Similar to 
today, many members of the political 
ruling elite have members of their 
families directly tied to major media 
corporations. Think you’re going to 
graduate with a degree in journalism 
from a state school and effortlessly 
slide into a primetime slot on network 
TV? Probably not. But if 

your name is Brzezinski, Cuomo, Van-
derbilt, or McCain, things may be a bit 
different.
     Think Henry VIII and Cardinal 
Wolsey. Just as the intimate ties be-
tween the Church and State dictated 
policy in the past, the current relation-

ship between the political class and 
the mainstream media is no different. 
— And that’s without getting into the 
“journalists” who coordinate their 
tweets with the Hillary Clinton cam-
paign.
     Aside from that however, the most 
glaring argument in favor of Buchan-
an’s assertion is the pure function 
of the mainstream media as it exists 
today: a far-reaching, self proclaimed, 
morally superior body of authority that 
tries to control the narrative of what 
the world is, how it came to be, and 
what goes on in it. Sound familiar?
     The only difference is the main-
stream media doesn’t use God or the 
Bible to guilt or shame people into 
“toeing the party line.” Instead, they 
use political correctness to subliminal-
ly control the masses, maintaining that 
only certain opinions and beliefs are 
“correct, “despite whatever the truth 
may actually be.
     If someone utters a politically incor-
rect thought or idea, the mainstream 
media will quickly shut down all 
debate by labeling that person a racist, 

xenophobe, or bigot. They’ll quickly 
point out the heresy and demand that 
the heretic recant their statements, as 
they are then publicly shamed on the 
TV news cycle until the next heretic 
comes along and voices an opinion that 
isn’t the “correct” one. If their tech-
nique works correctly, the political her-
etic will forever be publicly disgraced. 
Wash, rinse, repeat.
     Just as the Church did, the modern 
mainstream media clamps down on 
free speech and automatically discred-
its any alternative news sources or 
narrative by labeling them “false.”
     As you can see, absolute power of 
the mainstream media is undeniable. 
That’s why it makes sense that mem-
bers from elite families are always 
joining its ranks. Being a “journalist” 
gives them power–power over what 
the masses are (and are not) allowed 
to think, say, or do. Only now, these 
orders don’t come from the heavenly 
father but rather, The State, the new ar-
biter of whatever morals are conducive 
to the progression of it’s totalitarian 
agenda.

How the media’s relationship with 
the political class is medieval
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By Steven Wasserman
Staff Writer 

    When San Francisco 49ers Quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick decided to sit down during the national 
anthem of an NFL football game, it sparked a national 
outrage.
    Kaepernick said he was attempting bring aware-
ness to racial injustice, an ongoing national issue, 
especially with regards to African Americans here in 
the United States. While Kaepernick’s cause can be 
viewed as somewhat noble, but the means by which 
he decided to spread his message was grossly distaste-
ful and tone deaf.
      Colin Kaepernick first protested during the na-
tional anthem on August 26, during a preseason NFL 
game against the Green Bay Packers. Since his initial 

protest, multiple players in the NFL, most notably Mi-
ami Dolphins running back Arian Foster and Denver 
Broncos linebacker Brandon Marshall, have joined in 
on the protest, opting to kneel during the anthem.
    The protest eventually spread to collegiate and 
high school football teams, and even to cheerleading 
squads.
    Kneeling or sitting down during the national 
anthem is blatantly disrespectful to our country, 
what it stands for, and all the men and women who 
have fought and died to protect our country and the 
freedoms which it bestows upon its citizens. There are 
a myriad of other ways to get a message across about 
racial injustice without disrespecting the country that 
we know to be the most free and democratic nation in 
the world.
    There are plenty of other ways to protest racial 
injustice that would not have necessarily brought 

about such a negative reaction. Celebrities of all types 
should use their status to bring awareness to social is-
sues (racial ones specifically), but in the right manner.
    These days, we see many athletes taking to social 
media and expressing their views, which is perfectly 
acceptable and their God-give right. However, with a 
powerful medium like social media, sometimes there 
are major consequences if someone chooses to voice 
an opinion or belief.
     There are multiple avenues Kaepernick can take 
to get his message across that do not include disre-
specting the integrity of our country and the men and 
women who have given their lives for it.
      While this country guarantees its citizens freedom 
of expression and freedom of speech, out of respect, 
Americans should never use those rights to disrespect 
the country itself.

Kaepernick’s Protests Send theWrong Message
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When Will Justice Transcend Race? 
By Octavias McKoy

      My uncle is a police sergeant for 
the New Haven Police Dept. in Con-
necticut. New Haven traditionally is 
one of the most crime-ridden cities 
in the state. He’s married to a beauti-
ful white woman who I’ve grown to 
love dearly. I have three little biracial 
cousins who I’d die for, along with 
any other of my family members.
     Why?
     Not because they’re white, so 
they need to be treated differently, 
but because they are my family. My 
Uncle is one of the fairest men I know 
because he does not believe in racial 
separation. He believes in right and 
wrong, and that’s why he’s been able 
to hold a prominent position in his 
department.
       Through him and many others, 
I’ve learned the importance of char-
acter and seeing only one race: the 
human race.
      I have always seen things in this 
light, so after a heated debate with 
a classmate of mine, I realized that 
individuals get into coils over their 
unwillingness to agree to disagree.
     Yes, everyone is entitled to their 
opinions and beliefs, but at some 
point we have to state truths.
     There’s the truth, and then there’s 
people’s blatant disregard and chosen 

disagreement with that which is true.
     I went home after my heated 
debate and asked myself: What did 
he say to trigger that type of reac-
tion? Was I wrong for how I reacted? 
Could I have tried to listen a bit 
more?

    I was surprised with the answers I 
gave myself.
    The statement he made triggered 
an angry reaction from me because 
I admitted to myself that, yes, I was 
angry about the recent police-in-
volved shooting in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
     In my opinion, the shooting was 
senseless and unjust. His hands were 
up. To me, there is no way anyone 
with the intentions of hurting some-
one else can accomplish that with 
their hands in the air.
     I was angry because as an Af-
rican-American in this country, 
educated in this country, I cannot 
remember a time where my ancestors 
were ever in a position to be a phys-
ical, mental, emotional or any other 
kind of formidable threat to “White 
America.”
     To me, it seems as though we’ve 
been getting killed for simply wanting 
to be treated fairly. We want to be able 
to leave our homes in the morning 
without fear of dying by the hands of 
the same people put in place to pro-
tect and serve all American citizens.

     
Maybe my definition of “all” is differ-
ent from yours, but here meaning “to 
refer to the whole quantity or extent 
of a particular group or thing. Yet, 
for some strange reason there are 
still people who do not see Afri-
can-Americans as a part of the “all.”
     We have to still prove that we can 
hold the same positions as our white 
counterparts, which is astonishing. 
How can people, in their right state-
of-mind condone the killing of 

anyone with their hands raised up in 
submission?

Regardless of their ethnicity, that is 
wrong.
     Every single day of my life I fear 
that just driving my car to work to 
support my family can get me killed. 
That is a real fear for every Afri-
can-American in this country.

     By Michael C. Medeiros
Editorial Page Editor

     Back in June, a study by George 
Mason University’s Mercatus 
Center found that Connecticut 
ranked dead last in terms of fiscal 
health, accumulating over $70 bil-
lion dollars in debt, a figure that is 
quickly rising due to out-of-control 
spending and runaway government 
regulation.
     The study found that Connecti-
cut’s fiscal position is “poor across 
all categories,” even beating Puerto 
Rico on the list, a territory which is 
essentially bankrupt.
     “The state is heavily reliant on 
debt to finance its spending,” the 
study stated. “Total debt is $20.88 
billion. Unfunded pensions are 
$83.31 billion on a guaranteed-to-be-paid basis, and 
other postemployment benefits (OPEB) are $19.53 
billion. Total liabilities are equal to 53 percent of 
total state personal income.”
     Under the watch of Democratic Governor Dan-
nel P. Malloy and the completely Democratic state 
legislature, Connecticut has seen some of the largest 
tax hikes in modern history followed by an unprece-
dented exodus of businesses and industry from the        

state – General Electric, Rogers Corp. and Moss-
berg, to name a few. Health insurance giant Aetna 
and battery manufacture Duracell have also recently 
mulled the idea of leaving Connecticut.
     Some may believe Hartford’s failings are due to a 
sickening combination of incompetence and inept-
ness, but the truth is even more startling: The fiscal 
decline of Connecticut was manufactured not by    

accident, but by design.
     You see, driving the wealth out of 
Connecticut is exactly what the Demo-
crats in Hartford want. Why? Because 
fewer companies mean fewer jobs, which 
causes more people to be reliant on 
handouts from state and federal govern-
ment for sustenance, thus keeping the 
Democrats in power.
    This strategy has proven brutally 
effective, further solidifying Democratic 
control of the state while simultaneously 
making Connecticut’s seven electoral 
votes guaranteed for Hillary Clinton this 
November.
     However, if a perfect storm of high 
taxes, over-regulation, and low approval 
rating numbers for the governor can turn 
out the suburbs for Republican candidate 
Donald Trump, it may be a signal that 
Malloy’s days of crippling Connecticut 

are numbered.

Crippling Connecticut: Gov. Malloy’s Mission

Governor Dannel Malloy

Two black women protesting with Black Lives Matter (BLM) 

 h
ttp

s:/
/w

w
w.

fli
ck

r.c
om

/p
ho

to
s/

ot
to

-y
am

am
ot

o/
15

30
56

46
87

4/

Photo Credit: The Wall Street Journal


