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They’re Here: Clown Creeps

By Brendan Dyer
Crime Editor

    In what police are calling “no 
laughing matter,” people masquer-
ading as clowns are striking fear 
into communities across the United 
States.
     The trend has reached Western 
Connecticut State University and 
New Milford with alleged sightings 
early last week. WCSU police said in 
a release to the university staff and 
students that the clown sightings are 
likely a hoax.

     State police say that it is not 
illegal to dress as a clown, but those 
doing it in order to impose fear into 
others or terrorize communities 
over social media will be treated as 
criminals. 
     Police remind that it is a waste of 
resources and time to either falsely 
claim there is a clown or to dress as 
one without any real intent to cause 
harm. Resources would be better 
spent on real crime.
     Members of a community in 
Danbury are growing concerned 
with the new trend as Halloween 

approaches. Spirit Halloween, a 
seasonal costume store on Newtown 
Rd. in Danbury, carries clown-wear 
and face paint. 
     Although the manager of the 
Halloween retail location refused 
comment on the clown     up-rise, 
one customer, Marcy, 26, of Dan-
bury commented, “I think the store 
should somehow keep track of who 
buys clown stuff.”
     Sources indicate that clown attire 
is also carried at Wal-mart and Par-
ty Depot, both in Danbury, Conn. 

By Susan Brown
Health Editor

    
    Western Connecticut Health Network (WCHN), 
in collaboration with the Ron Foley Foundation and 
Verastem, will sponsor roundtable discussions for 
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month in November, 
featuring physician experts in the field of pancreatic 
cancer, according to WCHN spokeswoman, Diane 
Burke.
     The first program will be held on Tuesday Nov. 
1, 2016, at The Westport Library, 20 Jesup Road, in 
Westport, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. Panelists will be 
medical oncologist Dr. Richard Frank, interventional 
gastroenterologist Dr. Naveen Anand, oncology sur-
geon Dr. Francis Cannizzo, Jr., dietitian and oncol-
ogy nutrition specialist Vicki Barber, RD, CSO, and 

board-certified genetic counselor Susan Ingram, MS, 
CGC.
     The second discussion will take place on Monday, 
Nov. 7, 2016, at Danbury Hospital, Robilotti Confer-
ence Room, 24 Hospital Avenue, in Danbury, from 
6:30 to 8:00 pm. Panelists will be surgical oncologist 
Dr. Frank Cannizzo, interventional gastroenterologist 
Dr. Steven Brandwein, Director of Cancer Research 
at WCHN and medical oncologist Dr. Richard Frank, 
Division Chief of Oncology/Hematology at Danbury 
and New Milford Hospitals Dr. Vincent Rella, oncol-
ogy nutrition specialist Vicki Barber, RD, CSO, and 
board-certified Genetic Counselor Susan Ingram, 
MS, CGC.
     Burke says that topics discussed will include the 
role of screening for pancreatic cancer, including 
innovative new research on the topic, diagnostic, sur-

gical and medical treatment and advances, genetics 
and nutrition.
     The programs are open to the public and free of 
charge. Pre-registration is required and light refresh-
ments will be served. For more information and to 
register, call Julianne Artman, MHA, RN, OCN at 
203-739-6948. 
     Western Connecticut Health Network’s Danbury 
Hospital Praxair Cancer Center, New Milford Hos-
pital Diebold Cancer Center and Norwalk Hospital 
Whittingham Cancer Center have received national 
“Accreditation with Commendation” as Compre-
hensive Care Programs by the American College of 
Surgeons (ACS) for cancer care, Burke reports. 

Vets ‘Learn Big 
the Small Way’

Monday, November 7, 2016 Since 2016 Issue # 2

State Police said that while is is not illegal to dress as a clown, those instilling fear will be treated as criminals.

Serving the greater Housatonic Valley area
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Roundtables Highlight Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month 

By Alana Branch
Veteran Affairs Editor

     One of the benefits of being a military 
veteran is taking the tools and ethics learned 
during training and applying them in the 
civilian workforce. Take, for example, a hu-
man resources specialist. The same can be said 
for business. A key component in business is 
leadership, and service members, from the very 
beginning, are transformed into leaders.
     In honor of National Veterans Small Busi-
ness Week (Oct. 31 – Nov. 4), the Department 
of Veterans Affairs is holding a small business 
workshop on Wednesday, Nov. 2 from 9 a.m. to 
noon in Rocky Hill, Conn. 
     Veterans aspiring to start a business or to 
expand the one they have are encouraged to 
come. The presenters will discuss tips and more 
from the likes of the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration Connecticut District Office, New 
England Veterans Business Outreach Center, 
Connecticut Department of Labor, Department 
of Economic and Community Development, 
and other resource providers!
     The event is free and snacks will be available.
     To R.S.V.P., email Shirin Khan at shirin.
khan@ct.gov.
     Refer to the flyer on page six for more de-
tails.

thefoothillsreporter.wordpress.com

Breaking News!
     The presidential race between Donald Trump 
and Hillary Clinton was upended Friday afternoon 
after FBI Director James Comey sent a letter to 
members of Congress informing them the FBI was 
reopening the investigation into Clinton’s use of a 
private email server and subsequent mishandling 
of classified information. The FBI reportedly found 
approximately 650,000 emails on a laptop belong-
ing to disgraced former Congressman Anthony 
Weiner, who is currently under investigation for 
sending lewd pictures to an underage girl from 
North Carolina. Weiner is married to Huma Abe-
din, Clinton’s most senior aide.
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By Austin Rick
Environment Editor

    Currently, Connecticut is facing a drought, 
according to droughtmonitor.unl.edu. In fact, the 
monitor states some are dealing with a D2-D4 
level drought, which means they are in the middle 
of a severely dry season. What could have caused 
a drought like this?
     According to wnpr.org, dry weather is to 
blame. “In Connecticut, the entire state is ei-
ther abnormally dry or experiencing moderate 
drought, with the driest parts in Hartford Coun-
ty, New Haven County, and most of Litchfield 
County.” As level of awareness piqued, mandatory 
action has been called upon.  
     As part of their drought advisory, a represen-
tative for ct.gov stated “all Connecticut residents 
and businesses are requested to voluntarily reduce 
water demand by 10 percent; reductions in lawn 
watering are encouraged as the best way to meet 

conservation goals.” The site claims “precipitation 
across Connecticut has been down as much as six 
inches over the last 90 days.” As of Sept. 14, the 

drought advisory is still in effect, as consequences 
have taken hold.
     Ct.gov states “the criteria for precipitation has 
not been triggered,” meaning that the amount 
of rainfall needed to take Connecticut out of the 
drought has not been met. Additionally, “ground-
water has been three consecutive months below 
normal,” and “stream flow has been below normal 
in two of the past three months.” 
     The water supply is dwindling, and people 
should be careful. “Crops have been abnormally 
dry,” posing a threat when it comes to fire; the fire 
danger is reportedly “moderate or above average.” 
Wnpr.org writes the “drought can also cause a 
wildfire risk and make it a little harder to grow 
food.” 
     Unfortunately, only time will tell when Con-
necticut will receive enough rain to break through 
the drought cycle. However, Connecticut resi-
dents can do their share by cutting back on con-
sumption of water.     

Water Supply Dwindling: Drought Strikes Conn.

Conn. residents are asked to reduce water demand by 10 percent.
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Slice of Life! 
 Look throughout this issue for 

photos of the local fall scenery!

Editorial Staff
The Foothills Reporter is based out of Professor James Lomuscio’s Editorial 
Environment class at Western Connecticut State University. The publication 
is a collaboration between Professor Lomuscio and his students to create an 
objective newspaper in the 21st century. Be sure to pick us up every two weeks 
at Western Connecticut State University (WCSU) and the surrounding areas. 

Victoria Arbour    Copy Editor/Asst. Production Editor
Ian Boisvert     Managing Editor
Alana Branch     Veterans Affairs Editor
Susan Brown     Copy Editor, Health
Brendan Dyer     Crime Editor
Jessica Joseph     Housing Editor
Britta Kallstrom   Arts & Entertainment Editor
Rachel Krate    Education Editor
James Lomuscio    Editor in Chief
Octavias Mckoy    Associate Managing Editor
Michael C. Medeiros    Editorial Page Editor
Georgia Pimentel    Copy Editor
Austin Rick     Environment Editor
Corey William Steen    Business Editor, Digital Layout
Erica Stevens     Entertainment Editor
Ryan Stewart     Copy Editor
Steven Wasserman    Sports Editor
Kyle Venditti     Production Editor

 “In Connecticut, the en-
tire state is either abnor-
mally dry or experienc-
ing moderate drought, 
with the driest parts in 
Hartford County, New 
Haven County, and most 
of Litchfield County.”

--wnpr.org
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Danbury Crook Sentenced to Federal Prison

Drug Take-Back Day to Dispose of 
Unwanted Drugs

 By Brendan Dyer
Crime Editor  

    A Danbury man was sentenced to three years in 
federal prison and three years of supervised release 
Wednesday for defrauding investors. 
     Ian Bick, 21, a self-proclaimed entrepreneur 
was a person of interest in Danbury for the past 
few years. At 18-years-old, Bick took ownership of 
Tuxedo Junction on Ives Street in Danbury where 
he hosted concerts.
     In the following years, Bick opened a burg-
er joint called “Bick’s Burgers” located at 14 Ives 
Street. Bick worked in conjunction with his father, 
chef Michael Bick of SomeThings Fishy Catering, 
according to CT Bites, a food review site based in 
Connecticut. The restaurant closed sometime in 
2014.
     According to U.S. Attorney Dierdre M. Daly, 
Bick went on to open various businesses named, 
This Is Where It’s At Entertainment, LLC, Planet 
Youth Entertainment, W&B Wholesale, LLC, and 
W&B Investments, LLC. 
     Bick operated these Danbury-based entities 
through which he solicited investment funds from 

friends, former classmates and their parents.
     Bick promised high returns from investments by 
purchasing electronics such as iPhones, tablets, and 
headphones then reselling them on the Internet at 
inflated prices. 

         

The electronics business Bick began never took 
hold and returned little profit. Bick then prom-
ised certain investors that he would generate high 
returns by using funds to promote concerts at 
various venues in Connecticut and Rhode Island. 
He falsely represented that he made any significant 
profit by organizing such events in the past.
     Following his failed endeavors, Bick used the 
invested funds to build businesses outside of what 
the funds were for and for personal expenses. Bick 
stayed at hotels, visited casinos and purchased jet 
skis.
     While out on his $250,000 bond, Bick took at 
least six unauthorized casino visits in New York. In 
his hearing on Oct. 4, Bick’s bond was revoked and 
sent to jail for his post-conviction conduct.
     After his three-year prison sentence, Bick is sen-
tenced to three years of supervised release. The first 
year will be spent in home confinement. 
     The Federal Bureau of Investigation led this 
investigation and concluded that Bick defrauded 15 
or more investors out of a total of $480,635. Bick is 
ordered to make full restitution to his victims. Ian Bick, 21, was sentenced to three years in federal 

prison.
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     Connecticut State Police will be hosting Drug 
Take-back day on Oct. 22 between 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. in an effort to collect unwanted prescription 
drugs.
     The effort is part of a state-wide initiative 
to stop pill abuse and distribution. Due to the 
alarmingly high overdose and abuse rates of pre-
scription drugs in the United States citizens are 
encouraged to empty their medicine cabinets of 
unwanted drugs. 
     The initiative stems from a bill passed by con-
gress in 2010 called the Secure and Responsible 
Drug Disposal Act. The bill, an amendment to the 
Controlled Substances Act, allows an “ultimate 
user” of substances to dispose of them to collec-
tors authorized by the Attorney General. 
     The process is free and anonymous and serves 
as a safe alternative to disposing of the drugs in 
the toilet or trash, which studies suggest cause 
health risks and safety hazards. 
     This will be an ongoing approach to the safe 
disposal of prescription drugs every few months. 
In April 2016 all State Police barracks across 
Connecticut were equipped with drug collection 
boxes donated by CVS Pharmacy. These terminals 
are available to the public year-round, 24-hours a 
day. 
     Those wanting to participate in the take-back 
initiative Saturday, Oct. 22 are encouraged to visit 
these locations:
Troop A-Southbury                 90 Lakeside Road, 

Southbury
Troop B-North Canaan           463B Ashley Falls 
Road, North Canaan
Troop D-Danielson                 55 Wescott Road, 
Danielson
Troop F-Westbrook                 315 Spencer Plains 

Road, Westbrook
Troop I-Bethany                     631 Amity Road, 
Bethany
Troop K-Colchester                15A Old Hartford 
Road, Colchester
Troop L-Litchfield                  452A Bantam Road, 
Litchfield
The permanent drop box locations are:
Troop A-Southbury                 90 Lakeside Road, 
Southbury
Troop B-North Canaan           463B Ashley Falls 
Road, North Canaan
Troop C-Tolland                     1320 Tolland Stage 
Road, Tolland
Troop D-Danielson                 55 Wescott Road, 
Danielson
Troop E-Montville                  I-395 North (be-
tween exits 6 & 9), Montville
Troop F-Westbrook                 315 Spencer Plains 
Road, Westbrook
Troop G-Bridgeport                149 Prospect Street, 
Bridgeport
Troop H-Hartford                   100R Washington 
Street, Hartford
Troop I-Bethany                     631 Amity Road, 
Bethany
Troop K-Colchester                15A Old Hartford 
Road, Colchester
Troop L-Litchfield                  452A Bantam Road, 
Litchfield

--Brendan Dyer

Drug Take-Back Day will occur on Oct. 22 be-
tween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
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Slice of Life
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By Corey William Steen
Business Editor

    With mobile device ownership on the rise in 
first and third world countries, the mobile app 
has quickly become an important medium of 
connection between businesses and their custom-
ers. With the number of app downloads projected 
at 284 million by 2020, it is an undeniable tool to 
grow and develop a stable customer base. 
     While only a few years ago an app for your 
business could run upwards of $100,000, today 
the ability to create a comprehensive app requires 
only minimal financing and a basic understand 
of formatting. Many entrepreneurs are choosing 
a variety of third party app making programs that 
make creating and publishing an app relatively 
“easy”.

     Any advance in technology is naturally subject 
to growing pains, and there are gimmicks asso-
ciated with the process just like any other service 
promising to take the work out of getting the end 
result. Here are three that might be worth a try.

     Appy Pie – Appy Pie is quite possibly the most 
developed out of the three with comprehensive 
design features aimed at the layman. With “Make 
an app, easy as pie” as its motto, the software of-
fers different payment plans relying on a number 
of widgits and bandwith offered but fails to offer a 
basic plan that serves Apple and Android mobile 
devices. For anyone trying to test out the technol-

ogy, they either have to pay up or access only half 
of the potential market.
     AppMakr – AppMakr advertises as a “DIY 
Free app maker” but doesn’t really deliver on its 
promise. With a few centralized formatting tem-
plates specifically tailored to certain things, like a 
restaurant looking to make an app or a personal 
news app, AppMakr offers the most user friendly 
interface but with the least amount of personal-
ization. As with Appy Pie, payment is required to 
publish and in order to publish to both Android 
and Apple stores a specific and pricier payment 

plan is needed. 
     ShoutEm – ShoutEm offers an opportunity to 
jump right into making an app with an example 
of how it will look on the device on the prefer-
ence page. A simple design interface allows for 
easy configuration but the end result is rather 
cookie-cutter looking. If time is of the essence 
and financing is an issue, ShoutEm might be the 

option for a budding business. 
     At the end of the day, there are countless other 
app making programs that offer unique advan-
tages but require you to publish the app through 
each respective app store individually. As this can 
be a daunting task, maybe it’s better to use one of 
these options instead.

Apps an Undeniable Tool for Businesses

Paraeducator of the Year Award Granted
By Rachel Krate
Education Editor

    Montville School District’s Peggy 
Kelley was awarded the Connecticut 
2017 Anne Marie Murphy Paraedu-
cator of the Year Award, which rec-
ognizes the importance of paraed-
ucators in students’ achievement in 
the state. The award is named after 
Anne Marie Murphy, a paraeducator 
whose life was lost in Newtown. 
     This year’s award was presented 
to Peggy Kelley due to her “excep-
tional skill and dedication in her 
role, thereby earning the respect and 
admiration of students, teachers, 
administrators, coworkers, and par-
ents,” according to the Connecticut 
State Department of Education. 
     “Paraeducators play a vital role 
in creating supportive learning 
environments that engage the whole 
child, inspire a love of learning, 
and equip students with the skills 

they need to pursue their dreams,” 
said State Department of Education 
Commissioner Dianna R. Wentzell 
at Mohegan Elementary School, 

where she and State Department of 
Education Chief Talent Officer Sar-
ah Barzee visited on Tuesday, Oct. 
11 to make the award announce-

ment. 
     “Peggy Kelley’s dedication to 
her students, her school, and her 
community has undoubtedly had 
a profound impact on the lives of 
countless families as she has helped 
students to realize their full poten-
tial. I congratulate Mrs. Kelley on 
this honor,” Commissioner Wentzell 
said.
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Peggy Kelley, left, speaks with Commissioner Wentzell.
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“Paraeducators play 
a vital role in cre-
ating supportive 
learning environ-
ments that engage 
the whole child”
-Dianna R. Wentzell
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“With “Make an app, easy 

as pie” as its motto, the 
software offers different 

payment plans relying on 
a number of widgits and 

bandwith offered but fails 
to offer a basic plan that 

serves Apple and Android 
mobile devices.”

WCSU Priority 
Registration Begins 

Nov. 2!

Vote in the 2016 
Presidential Election 

on Nov. 8! 
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     If there’s one thing military heroes know 
best, it’s hell -- from intensive training to 
yearlong deployments, and let’s not forget 
physical training. 
     The 2nd Annual Hell Day for Heroes, 
Saturday, Oct. 29, invites all fitness levels to 
work out their muscles at the War Memorial 
in Danbury. The event is organized by law 
enforcement and the military.
     All proceeds go to Help Our Military 
Heroes, an organization dedicated to severely 
wounded service members, which even pro-
vides new handicap vans for transportation.
     Det. Paul Carroccio of the Danbury Police 
department, and one of the few people who 
came up with the idea for this fundraiser, said 

“It’s a difficult but doable workout for people 
to subject themselves to while raising money 
for HOMH.” 
     “It was the least they could do for veterans 
who have given so much!” says Carroccio.
     The event requires teams of four, responsi-
ble for 500 push-ups, 500 sit-ups, 500 air-
squats and 500 burpees.
     “We’re hoping to continue to expand it go-
ing forward as it is for a tremendous cause!” 
Carroccio added.
     So big or small, raise hell!

--Alana Branch

Conn. Veterans Parade Honors Heroes

2nd Annual Hell Day for Heroes invites Vets to workout.
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Flyer from “Vets ‘Learn Big the Small Way’ featured on page 1.

By Alana Branch
Veterans Affairs Editor

     Veterans Day is quickly approaching and a 
slew of parades nationwide have already been 
scheduled, including the Connecticut Veter-
ans Parade, on Sunday, Nov. 6.
     In its 17th year, thousands of veterans will 
march the streets of downtown Hartford in 

rain or shine, and individuals can donate $17 
to commemorate the anniversary, hence the 
Twitter hashtag #17forVets.
     With this being the largest veterans’ parade 
to take place in New England, the list of par-
ticipants is surely a long one, ranging from the 
Connecticut Military Corvette Club and Con-
necticut Department of Veterans Affairs to 
the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America 

and Marine Corps League of Connecticut.
     Prior to the parade step-off at 12:30 p.m., 
a wreath-laying ceremony will take place at 
11:30 a.m. to commemorate fallen heroes, 
featuring musical talent, a color guard, and a 
bugler.
   What better way is there to thank our vet-
erans both young and old as we watch them 
march by?

Let’s Raise Hell: Benefit for Vets

Conn Veterans Parade is the largest event of its sort.
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Attendees of last year’s Hell Day Benefit.
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 By Steven Wasserman
Sports Editor 

     The annual First Night event signals the start 
of the basketball season for both the men and 
women of the basketball programs at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut. Friday, Oct. 14 was filled with 
several fun events as the players and coaches of the 
basketball teams are set to kick off their seasons on 
the journey to a hopeful NCAA Championship in 
April.
     In front of a near-full capacity crowd at Gampel 
Pavilion, the players took part in several events 
as they dazzled the crowd all night long. A photo 
opportunity session for the fans, performance 
by the UConn drumline, crowd giveaways and 
contests, along with the main event, a scrimmage 
between Team Kevin and Team Geno highlighted 
this occasion.
     The scrimmage between Team Kevin, coached 
by men’s basketball coach Kevin Ollie, and Team 

Geno, coached by women’s basketball coach Geno 
Auriemma, was a unique experience for both 
the players and fans alike. The game allowed the 
UConn men and women to play with each other 
as all the players were evenly spread out between 
the two teams.
     Team Geno defeated Team Kevin by a score of 
51-45 in a 20-minute scrimmage. Leading the men 
in scoring were freshman guard Christian Vital 
with nine points, senior forward Kentan Facey 
with eight points, and sophomore forward Steven 
Enoch with eight points as well. 
     The women in this game weren’t too shabby 
themselves with junior guard Gabby Williams 
chipping in with seven points and junior guard 
Azura Stevens tallying six points and three re-
bounds to her credit. Both teams seem to be 
having promising starts to their seasons in this 
scrimmage.
     

The men’s team opens their season on Sunday, 
Oct. 30 at the XL Center with an exhibition game 
against the University of New Haven. The women 
kick off their season against Indiana University 
with an exhibition of their own at Gampel Pavil-
ion.

The Clock Strikes Midnight

In front of a near-full capacity crowd at Gampel Pavilion, the players took part in several events as they dazzled the crowd all night long. 

:Uconn Basketball Season Kickoff
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Huskies Fall Short  to Bulls 
 By Octavias McKoy  

Sports Writer    

      The UConn Huskies football team 
dropped to 3-4 overall, 1-3 in the Ameri-
can Athletic Conference with a loss to The 
University of South Florida Bulls 27-42 on 
Saturday in Tampa, Fla. 
     With the win, the Bulls improve to a per-
fect 6-0 on the season. The Huskies continue 
to struggle on defense, allowing the Bulls to 
rack up 529 yards of total offense, despite 
forcing two turnovers. 
      Lessons are learned through losses in this 
sport, and with the loss, UConn for the first 
time all year capitalized off of their oppo-
nent’s mistakes, accounting for 14 points off 
of Bulls’ turnovers. 
     On another positive note, the Huskies 
managed to control the time of possession on 
offense, but it unfortunately did not lead to 
any points for UConn. UConn was forced to 

punt nine times, netting a total of 361 yards. 
The Huskies offense also struggled to keep 
pace with the explosive Bulls offense, gaining 
only 378 total yards of offense.
     Junior signal caller Bryant Shirreffe, of 
Jefferson, Ga., completed 22 out of 39 passes 
for 306 yards and tossed two touchdowns. 
Sophomore runningback, Arkeel Newsome 
of Ansonia, Conn., finished the day with a 
leading 226 all-purpose yards and two touch-
downs.  
     Senior wide receiver, Noel Thomas of Nor-
walk, Conn., finished the day with 12 recep-
tions for 127 yards. Junior linebackers Junior 
Joseph of Sinking Spring, Pa. and Vontae 
Diggs of Downers Grove, Ill. finished the day 
with a team leading nine tackles each. 
     The Huskies look to get back on track as 
they prepare to face off against The Univer-
sity of Central Florida this Saturday Oct. 22, 
2016 for their Homecoming game at 12 p.m. 
in Hartford, Conn.   
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The scrimmage between Team 
Kevin, coached by men’s bas-
ketball coach Kevin Ollie, and 
Team Geno, coached by wom-
en’s basketball coach Geno 
Auriemma, was a unique ex-
perience for both the players 
and fans alike. 

The Huskies footbal team dropped to 3-4 overall.
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By Ian Boisvert
Managing Editor 

     The Connecticut Whale of the National Women’s 
Hockey League earned its first win of the season on 
Oct. 16 when it defeated the New York Riveters by a 
score of 4-2. 
     The Whale, coming off a 5-4 loss to the Buffalo 
Beauts, continued its season opening road trip at the 
Barnabas Health Hockey Center in Newark, N.J.
     The tightly contested game saw the Riveters strike 
first, as New York’s Madison Packer blocked a Shan-
non Doyle Slap shot from just inside the blueline 
and her team escaped on a rush.  Ashley Johnson 
scooped up the puck and fed Miye D’Oench , who 
saw her first shot stopped by the Whale’s Nicole 
Stock before knocking in the rebound at 7:36 of the 
first period. 
     New York’s lead did not last long, as the Whale 
managed to tie the game before the end of the first 
frame.  After a faceoff win in the Riveters’s zone, a 

Jordan Bricker pass made its way to the goal line, 
where the Whale’s Nicole Kosta tipped the puck over 
the Riveter’s goaltender to be knocked in by Nicole 
Connery. Less than three minutes later, the Whale 
took the lead on Kosta’s second point of the game. 
Kosta found a rebound in the slot, and scored while 
falling to the ice. 
     The wild first period continued as the Riveters 
tied up the game before the end of the frame. Rebec-
ca Russo took the puck down the right wing and fed 
Courtney Burke who spun around in the slot and 
beat the Whale’s Stock on her low stick side to even 
the score.  
     The second period started with the same fran-
tic pace, as the Whale scored after just 58 seconds. 
Molly Engstrom’s even strength tally gave the Whale 
a quick lead, and it was the last marker it would 
need. Engstom’s game winning goal was ensured by 
Kelly Babstock’s goal late in the second period, and 
Connecticut went on to capture its first win of the 
season by a score of 4-2. 

     Stock was solid in net for the Whale, stopping 33 
of 35 shots for a .943 save percentage.  Eight dif-
ferent Whale players found the score sheet at least 
once, and four Connecticut players registered two 
points. While she did not score any points, Cydney 
Roesler had a nose for the net, registering a game 
high ten shots on goal. Packer of the Riveters was 
second in the game with six attempts at the Con-
necticut net. 
     The Connecticut Whale has yet to play its first 
home game of the season.  The Northford Ice 
Pavillion, located in Northford, Conn. will kick off 
the season for its NWHL team on Dec. 10 when the 
Whale hosts the Buffalo Beauts. For ticket infor-
mation, visit nwhl.zone or visit the Northford Ice 
Pavillion. 

 Whale Defeat Riveters For First Win
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The Connecticut Whale earned its first win of the season over the New York Riveters on Oct. 16.

30 White Street (Free Parking)
Danbury, CT 06810

ph: 203-917-3454

68 W. Wooster Street
Danbury, CT 06810

203.743.9850
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The Magnificent Seven Return With a Bang!

     By Britta Kallstrom
Arts & Entertainment Editor

The story of the Seven Samurai has 
been told again. And not just as an-
other movie, but as another western. 
PG-13, 2hr. 12 min. (Action/Adven-
ture)

    Metro Goldwyn Mayor, Colum-
bia, and Village Roadshow Pictures 
Productions have released a remake 
of the original western, The Magnifi-
cent Seven (1960). 
     Directed by John Sturges, the 
original western tells the story of a 
Mexican village, which recruits a 
gunman (Yul Brynner) to help fight 
off a group of bandits and their lead-
er Calvera (Eli Wallach). But, Need-
ing more help, the gunman recruits 
other sharp-shooters and cowboys to 
team up with him and save the poor 
village.
     The story for the movie was 
written by William Robert, but the 
original western itself was based on 
the story of Seven Samurai, telling of 
a farming village during the War-
ring States era of Japan. In need of 
protection from bandits who seek 
to steal their crops by the end of the 
harvest, the village gathers a group of 
samurai to combat the bandits and 

drive them off for good. This famed 
story was originally created by Akira 
Kurosawa, Shinobu Hashimoto, and 
Hideo Oguni in 1954.
     The latest remake, The Magnifi-
cent Seven (2016), portrays a very 
similar story, but is a very different 
one. Cold-hearted industrialist Bar-
tholomew Bogue (Peter Sarsgaard) 
and his men torment the people of a 
peaceful mining town named Rose 
Creek, driving them to mine their 
mountains out of gold. Seeking re-
venge for Bogue killing her husband, 
and for the other lives he has ruined, 
Emma Cullen (Hayley Bennett) 
leaves to find a skilled gunman to 
help them fight off Bogue. 
     She finds Sam (Denzel Washing-
ton), a ranger and bounty hunter, 
who is willing to help fight Bogue, 
because of a longtime grudge against 
him from his youth. But, know-
ing he can’t help them alone, Sam 
recruits old friends, new friends, and 
even a few men he knows of with 
bounties on their heads. Sam’s crew 
includes Josh Faraday (Chris Pratt), 
a gambler with a smart mouth and 
fast on the draw, Vasquez (Manuel 
Garcia-Rulfo), a Mexican outlaw, 
Goodnight Robicheaux, aka, Goody 
Goodnight (Ethan Hawke), a leg-
endary sharpshooter and his friend 

Billy Rocks (Lee Byung-hun), a 
knife-throwing assassin, Jack Horne 
(Vincent D’Onofrio), a hunting 
woodsmen and unbelievable tracker, 
and Red Harvest (Martin Sensmei-
er), a Comanche Indian Warrior.
     Director Antoine Fuqua, along 
with screenwriters Nic Pizzolatto 
and Richard Wenk, portray the story 
in amazing ways that both follow 
along the same lines as the original 
western and give the audience some-
thing different to expect, especially if 
they’ve actually seen the original. 
     In the 2016 film, Sam, the leader 
of the seven, has a historical grudge 
against Bouge from something 
horrible he did to him and his family 
when he was a child, so he is keen to 
take the job in helping to fight him.        
     In contrast, the 1960 film’s leader, 
Chris, had no grudge and didn’t 
know anything of Calvera before-
hand. Sam’s grudge towards Bouge 
has a deep meaning towards a moral 
in the film. Goody Goodnight said 
to Sam, the night before the fight, 
“Make sure you fight the battle in 
front of you, not behind.” Meaning, 
of course, that Sam shouldn’t get 
caught up in revenge when they’re 
fighting to save and protect the town.
     Something they didn’t change, 
however, was a big part of the end-

ing, when four out of the seven are 
killed during the final battle. Viewers 
are unsure why the makers did so in 
the original, and were heartbroken to 
see it again in the remake. 
     Because Rose Creek was a mining 
town, the people and the seven had 
access to dynamite. This, therefore, 
gave Fuqua, Pizzolatto, and Wenk 
the chance to write in plenty of ex-
plosions during the big battle scene. 
The only explosions in the original 
western were those from their guns.  
     Even with the different ways the 
story is portrayed, with different 
sorts of characters, different action 
scene techniques, even a somewhat 
different ending, the biggest com-
mon element of both films is the 
signature line of the villains (Calvera 
and Bouge): “If God didn’t want 
them sheered, he would not have 
made them sheep.” He means that 
it’s a way of living to take what he 
wants from people who won’t fight 
him back. But they did -- and a rag-
tag group of gun-slinging fighters 
became legends bringing him down. 
From these two magnificent movies, 
these seven will stay magnificent for 
more years to come.

The Magnificent Seven (Left to right): Billy Rocks (Lee Byung-hun), Goody Goodnight (Ethan Hawke), Vasquez (Manuel Garcia-Rulfo), Sam (Denzel Washing-
ton), Josh Faraday (Chris Pratt), Jack Horne (Vincent D’Onofrio), Red Harvest (Martin Sensmeier).
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Next Stop: The Girl on the Train

By Victoria Arbour
Staff Writer

Next Stop: The Girl on the Train
R, 1hr. 52 min. 
(Suspense/ Mystery)  

     Buy your movie ticket for The Girl 
on the Train; you’re in for a ride. Writ-
ten by Erin Cressida Wilson and based 
on the novel by Paula Hawkins, the 
film is a welcome addition to the up-
and-coming, book-based, suspense/
psychological thriller/mystery genre 
that blurs the lines between female 
protagonist and antagonist, often 
compared to films like Gone Girl and 
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo. 
     I work at a small independent 
theater and love to hear reviews from 
moviegoers. “Just put ‘girl’ in the title” 
one customer told me after seeing 

the movie. The reactions have been 
mixed; the film has faced the heat 
from movie to movie juxtapositions as 
well as book to movie comparisons.  
     Despite these comparisons, The 
Girl on the Train brings its own fresh 

take to the big screen. Rachel Watson 
played by Emily Blunt is not your typ-
ical female protagonist. Barely likable, 
she is an alcoholic and fits into many 
other negative, stigmatized roles as the 
story unfolds. A divorcee, mentally 
unstable, stalker, child abductor, liar, 
even murderer, are just a few. Perhaps 

unreliable narrator is the best way to 
describe her as she stumbles through 
the movie from her point of view.   
     Watson is captivated by the lifestyle 
of a young woman named Megan 
(Haley Bennett) and her partner Tom 
(Justin Theroux) who she observes 
from the train every day. The cou-
ple lives just doors down, from her 
ex-husband Scott (Luke Evans), Scott’s 
new wife and former mistress Anna 
(Rebecca Ferguson), and their toddler 
Evie. Soon, Watson witnesses an event 

that sets her life on a runaway train 
that collides with haunting images and 
heavy, emotional topics.
     The Girl on the Train is a gripping, 
but sometimes-muddled story, that at 
points has viewers feeling just as ad-
dled as its drunken protagonist. Told 
through flashbacks, the story some-
what haphazardly reveals its intense 
murder mystery. Two blonde beauties 
(Bennett and Ferguson) who bear 
striking resemblance to each other 
do nothing to aid the viewer in their 
confusion. And to top it all off, their 
male counterparts are quite villainous, 
with little explanation as to why. 
     The shortcomings, however, don’t 
stop The Girl on the Train from ar-
riving at its destination: a captivating, 
suspense film with twists and turns 
that have you sitting on the edge of 
your seat. 

photo courtesy of fandango.com
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Emily Blunt playing Rachel Watson peering out of the train window. 

A captivating 
suspense film with 
twists and tuns that 
have you sitting on 
the edge of your seat. 

“Just put ‘girl’ in the 
title” 
-Movie goer

The Girl on the Train is based on the novel by Paula Hawkins.
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3) Venomsaurus Rex: Remember the 
wacky part I mentioned? Along Hawkeye 
and Logan’s journeys to New Babylon, 
they get chased by a massive T-Rex 
with the Venom symbiote bonded to 
it. Venom, who hasn’t been on the big 
screen since 2007’s Spider-Man 3, is a 
Sony property and could not show up 
alongside the X-Men property owned by 
Fox. That aside, this is just an odd sci-
ence-fiction plot point that would kill the 
dramatic character driven approach the 
film is going for. This could never work 
in the film adaptation, though a direct to 
video cartoon adaptation might be able 
to pick this element up easier. 
     4) Supervillain Overlords: This is one 
of the elements I feel will be slightly pres-
ent, though changed from the comics. 
The comic arc featured villains, such as 
Dr. Doom and Red Skull, conquering the 
United States and dividing the territo-
ry amongst themselves. While Marvel 
properties like Red Skull and Kingpin 
could not be used, I could see Magne-
to eliminating most of the X-Men and 
taking control of the territory Logan and 
Charles live in. However, Magneto has 
not been confirmed to be in the film, so 
this will probably not happen. Of all the 
plot points Mangold could adapt, this is 
one of the more realistic. 

     5) Death of the X-Men: Under the 

influence of Mysterio, Wolverine kills all 
the X-Men in the X-Mansion thinking 
they were villains attacking the heroes. 
Distraught from his actions, Logan 
attempts suicide by getting run-over by 
a train, vowing to never use his claws 
again and shelving his “Wolverine” per-
sona. While I don’t think Logan will be 
responsible for the death of the X-Men 
in the film, I do think something will 
happen to disband or kill many of them. 
Logan is not the first person Charles 
would go to for support, so something 
severe must have happened to drive the 
two together. We do see claws in the 
trailer, so it seems Logan is not totally 
averse to using his powers. Conversely, 
Logan’s healing factor is weaker as seen 
in his open wounds and scars, so perhaps 
both Logan and Xavier are finally feeling 
disease and old age hitting them. Either 
way, the X-Men are gone, and Charles 
and Logan are all that’s left. 
     Logan seems to be a grounded, dra-
matic film centering on Logan’s last days. 
While many of the elements from the 
“Old Man Logan” comic will be dropped 
because they’re ridiculous, some of the 
broader themes from the book seem to 
be present in the film, notably Logan’s 
retirement and the end of the X-Men. 
Logan releases in theaters on March 3, 
2017. 

By Kyle Venditti
Staff Writer

     With the recent release of the Lo-
gan trailer and its inspiration from the 
“Old Man Logan” 2008 comic book arc 
apparent, the question is just how much 
can James Mangold and his team bor-
row from the arc that inspired the film’s 
direction? While there are some heavy 
strokes from the book present in the film 
version, there are some wacky extended 
universe decisions that just will not work 
for the film. 
     1) Hulkland: In print, Logan lived 
with his family on a blighted piece of 
land in California now known as “Hulk-
land”. More on the supervillain over-
lords will be explained later, but at some 
point in the future, the Hulk overthrows 
Abomination’s rule, taking over his 
territory of the United States. In the time 
since, Hulk has inbred with She-Hulk 
and created an entire incestuous hillbil-
ly clan of Hulk-people, some of whom 
are Logan’s landlords. Hulk is a Marvel 
owned property under Disney’s control, 
and one that Fox won’t be able to access, 
so he’s out. Aside from that, their inces-
tuous family is just something I don’t 
think most viewers would accept in film. 
     2) Old Hawkeye: Hawkeye was a key 
character in the book, giving Logan a 
mission to escort the now blind super-

hero across the country to New Babylon 
to deliver a mysterious package. Hawk-
eye runs into the same property issue as 
Hulk since he is owned by Marvel, not 
Fox, though it seems his role has been 
filled by another character: Professor X. 
Now old and battered, it seems Profes-
sor X and Logan are all that’s left of the 
X-Men, and as such, they take care of 
each other and try to stay out of the pub-
lic eye. For the films, this makes more 
sense since Logan and Charles have had 
a relationship throughout the X-Men 
film universe (retconned timeline and 
all), so it seems fitting to end Jackman’s 
final portrayal of the character with one 
who ultimately is his most trusted friend. 

Five Aspects Logan Cannot Adapt

The comic arc featured 
villains, such as Dr. 
Doom and Red Skull, 
conquering the United 
States and dividing the 
territory amongst them-
selves. While Marvel 
properties like Red Skull 
and Kingpin could not 
be used...

Logan seems to be a 
grounded, dramatic film 
centering on Logan’s last 
days. 
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Logan opens in theaters only on Mar. 3, 2017.

Old Man Logan, which Logan is loosely based off.
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By Michael C. Medeiros 
Opinion & Editorial Editor

      Recently, former presidential candidate Dr. Ben 
Carson tweeted his summation of the mainstream 
media this election cycle, noting that “it is obvious 
that the media has decided who the winner of this 
election should be.”
     “By grossly overplaying its hand, the media has 
lost all credibility as a source for objective facts and 
surrendered its role as a neutral arbiter of political 
discourse,” Carson said.
     He has a point. And although “liberal media bias” 
has long been a rallying cry of those on the right, 
recent revelations released by Wikileaks, along with 
undercover footage from investigative reporter 
James O’Keefe’s Project Veritas, has given serious 
credence to their claims.
     In the beginning of October, Wikileaks released 
a batch of incriminating emails it had obtained 
from the hacked Gmail account of Hillary Clinton 
Campaign Manager John Podesta. One of the email 
threads contained a suspicious chain of correspon-
dence between Clinton Campaign Communica-
tions Director Jennifer Palmieri and former CNN 
contributor and current acting DNC Chair Donna 
Brazile.
     The email appeared to suggest that Brazile tipped 
off the Clinton Campaign on the questions that were 
going to be asked at an upcoming CNN primary 
debate between Clinton and Bernie Sanders.
      “From time to time I get the questions in ad-
vance,” Brazile wrote. “Here’s one that worries me 
about HRC…”
      She then included a question about the death 
penalty that was later asked to Clinton verbatim at 
the town hall-style debate.
     In another set of emails, CNBC anchor and 
primary debate moderator John Harwood appeared 

to be advising the Clinton Campaign. And yet, even 
more threads reveal that Hillary Clinton herself was 
acting as if she was Editor-in Chief of the Boston 
Globe and the New York Times, approving (or dis-
proving) of quotes and stories about her before they 
went to print.
     Earlier this month, a batch of videos released 

by Project Veritas provided solid audio and video 
evidence, which seemed to expose communications, 
and more specifically, coordination between the 
Clinton Campaign, the Democratic National Com-
mittee, and the non-profit PAC Americans United 
for Change (which is a crime, by the way).
      In one clip, Democracy Partners Chief Bob 
Creamer, a Democratic political operative who’s vis-
ited the White House over 300 times, told undercov-
er reporters that Hillary
     Clinton gave orders to the PAC to have profes-
sional protesters to cause disruptions at Trump 
rallies.
     The PAC paid professional disruptors to travel 
to Donald Trump rallies dressed in a Donald Duck 
suit, holding a sign that said, “Donald Trump ducks 

his tax returns.” 
     “In the end, it was the candidate, Hillary Clin-

ton, the future president of the United States, who 
wanted ducks on the ground,” said Creamer to 
undercover reporters. “So, by God, we got ducks on 
the ground… don’t repeat that to anybody.”
     It is quite interesting to note that when women 
came out of the woodwork and accused Trump of 
sexual assault, major news networks like CNN and 
MSNBC immediately took it as absolute fact, with-
out any substantiation or proof. Yet, when Project 
Veritas provides legitimate documentation of voter 
fraud and other nefarious transgressions commit-
ted by the Clinton Campaign or The Democratic 
National Committee, the main stream media doesn’t 
believe anything they see or hear, all while labeling 
James O’Keefe a “discredited” journalist.
     The left loves to throw around the word “fascism” 
when referring to Donald Trump, yet when present-
ed with these facts, who is the real fascist? If fascism 
is the marriage of big business and government, 
Hillary is the true fascist.
      If anything, this election has exposed the sad 
state of journalism in America. The degradation 
of the craft through unethical back-room deals 
and cozy relationships with corrupt politicians has 
eliminated any moral superiority the U.S. had over 
our super-power rivals Russia and China, and that is 
truly lamentable.

Major Media Outlets Abandon Credibility

“It is obvious that the media has 
decided who the winner of this 
election should be. By grossly 
overplaying its hand, the me-
dia has lost all credibility as a 
source for objective facts and 
surrendered its role as a neutral 
arbiter of political discourse.”                         
-Ben Carson

If anything, 
this election has exposed the 

sad state of journalism in 
America. 

7 Backus Avenue
Danbury, CT 06810

(203) 743-3247

Come to the Danbury Fair 
Mall for all your shopping 

needs!

A woman protests outside a news studio.
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By Erica Stevens
A&E Editor

    Lake Compounce is carving out fun this month 
letting us eat, drink, and be scary.
Ghastly roller coasters, a chilly, crisp breeze, and 
haunted ghouls and goblins unfold into an eve-
ning of nefarious delight. The Haunted Graveyard 
at Lake Compounce is back for its 17th season, 
enticing both children and adults to the biggest 
Halloween trail in New England.
     Roam the mile-long trail, meet over 200 eerie 
actors, and scream your way through an unforget-
table evening. Said General Manager Jerry Brick, 
“The Graveyard is nine separate areas, and takes 
almost 40 minutes to go through it.” He went on to 
say, “The Graveyard detail at night is amazing. The 

guests often get dressed up as well, so it has such a 
great feel throughout.”
     The Graveyard started 23 years ago when a 
father’s daughter was diagnosed with diabetes. 
Unable to go trick-or-tricking, he was determined 
to give his daughter a memorable experience. He 
built a display in his yard, intriguing friends and 
passerby alike. Six years later, it had grown so 
large, it was moved to Lake Compounce, and con-
tinues to intrigue adrenaline junkies throughout 
New England. 
     The Haunted Graveyard is open Fridays, Satur-
days, and Sundays throughout October from 6:30 
p.m. until 11:30 p.m. Tickets for the Graveyard are 
$25.99 for adults, $20.99 for children under 11. 
For more information, or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.hauntedgraveyard.com 

Your October Prescription: One Shot of Adrenaline

     One weekend, 230 miles, and a carnival of au-
tumn brilliance. 
     Hordes of leaf peepers flock to New England 
each autumn determined to discover the brilliant 
colors that many of Robert Frost poems set out 
to describe. Those in the Connecticut Foothills 

understand the magnificence of autumn, but fail to 
explore them beyond their backyard. This year, set 
aside three days and discover a taste of what New 
England has to offer. 
     Spend your first day driving north to Amherst, 

MA, but try to keep your eyes on the road; you 
will find yourself lost in a sea of scarlet and sugar 
maples, ash, birch, beech, dogwood, tulip, oak and 
sassafras trees all more beautiful and vibrant than 
the last. Stay at the charming Allen House Victo-
rian Inn, and travel back in time whilst enjoying 
modern amenities. Built in 1886, The Allen House 
overlooks The Emily Dickinson House, and touts a 
made-to-order hot breakfast, antique furniture, and 
exquisite views. Take an evening stroll down the 
street and dine at the famed Lumberyard, a roman-
tic modern bistro serving grass-fed and organic, 
local beef. 
     Rise early on day two, and experience the morn-
ing sun reflect off the kaleidoscope of color on the 
screened-in balcony. After a hearty breakfast, stride 
across the street and take a tour of the Emily Dick-
inson Homestead. Recently restored to its original 
glory, visit Emily’s bedroom and examine her bed, 
writing desk, famed white dress, and more. Step 
outside and stomp through her garden, a sanctuary 
where many of her poems were written. Read aloud 
one of her many autumn poems while sitting on her 
very own bench. Later, hike a few blocks down the 

road and visit her grave, write her a note, or leave 
a small gift like so many continue to do. Enjoy the 
Dickinson mural adjacent to her grave. Finish your 

day off by taking a 30 minute drive to Aerostat Pro-
motions and fly away in a hot air balloon at sunset 
over the gorgeous honey dipped trees and rolling 
hills. 
     Sleep in on day three, and pack up your car after 
one final, mouth-watering breakfast. Drive a short 
distance to the Berkshires multi-colored utopia, 

and spend the day at the Norman Rockwell Muse-
um. Beautifully manicured grounds surround the 
creamy building that contains some of the most 
important American work of the twentieth century. 
Explore Rockwell’s studio, and have a picnic lunch 
surrounded by panoramic views. Don’t forget to 
ring the Allen Bell and let the staff know you have 
had a wonderful time! Drive South back to the foot-
hills, taking a short detour at Kent Falls State Park, 
walk through the bright red covered bridge, and 
enjoy one final glimpse of your most memorable 
harvest season yet.

--Erica Stevens

Leaf Peepers Unite: The Ultimate Weekend Trip

The Haunted Graveyard returns...
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October

O hushed October morning mild,
Thy leaves have ripened to the fall;
Tomorrow’s wind, if it be wild,
Should waste them all.
The crows above the forest call;
Tomorrow they may form and go.
O hushed October morning mild,
Begin the hours of this day slow.
Make the day seem to us less brief.
Hearts not averse to being beguiled,
Beguile us in the way you know.
Release one leaf at break of day;
At noon release another leaf;
One from our trees, one far away.
Retard the sun with gentle mist;
Enchant the land with amethyst.
Slow, slow!
For the grapes’ sake, if they were all,
Whose leaves already are burnt with frost,
Whose clustered fruit must else be lost—
For the grapes’ sake along the wall.

-Robert Frost

Autumn 

The morns are meeker than they were,
The nuts are getting brown;
The berry’s cheek is plumper,
The rose is out of town.
The maple wears a gayer scarf,
The field a scarlet gown.
Lest I should be old-fashioned,
I’ll put a trinket on.

Scarecrow on the premises.


